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The Reasoning Mind

How and Why? Imagination and Abstraction Big Work

Herd Instinct Hero Worship Justice 

Students are observing the
world of adults closely. They are
imitating what they see and
desire to join in the activity -
wishing to prove they can
handle responsibility. They are
able to look at a scenario from
many sides and are asking - will
it be consistent.  

Students have left behind the
limited world of sensory
experience. They can now create
strong images in their mind to
answer their questions. They are
fascinated by the extraordinary.
Fed by their tendency to explore
they seek to understand larger
society and their place in it. 

The ages 6-9 are the key time  
to plant the seeds of
exploration. We are offering
students the world. They use
this time to consider and
experiment with what they
know. This is the time to build
impressions in their mind. From
9-12, we aid the child in creating
fluency and critical thinking  as
they begin to work more
abstractly. 

There is a need for the student
to create new bonds with their
peers away from the family. The
child widens their circle of
influence to recognize the needs
of others and learn how to help
meet these needs. Mini societies
are created where students
create codes, laws, leaders and
languages separate from the
adults in their world. 

Students begin to search for
someone to imitate. They may
begin to dress, speak or act like
a person they admire. With their
power of imagination they begin
to think what life will look like in
their future and consider who
they want to become. We offer
opportunities to discuss
everyday heroes and how their
actions today impact themselves
and others. 

Students are looking for how to
determine what is right and what
is wrong and what occurs if they
behave outside the accepted
norms.  While familiar with the
idea of punishment and fairness
we explore how to make things
right again as well as what makes
fair play.  The complex dynamics
between friend groups and
setting boundaries are discussed
and explored with empathy and
compassion. 


